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One of the main features of the Alpine
Region is its outstanding natural and
cultural heritage. The Alpine Region
forms an area of mountainous habitats
that is extremely rich in biodiversity
and resources. A sound environment
is essential for underpinning human
activities in the Region and for ensur-
ing economic and social wellbeing for
its citizens. Alpine tourism in particular
depends on an intact nature and land-

H
BALANCING

NATURE&LANDSCAPE

Finding a good balance between preservation
and further development needs.

scape, as tourists in the Alps seek the
unique natural surroundings.

The increasing demand for mobility
constitutes a major challenge for
preserving the Alpine natural heritage.
Transport infrastructures lead to visual
intrusions as well as habitat loss and
landscape fragmentation. Especially
for the construction of new infrastruc-
tures, a good balance between the
preservation of natural resources

and landscapes and specific mobility
needs has to be kept - this being only
possible by involving relevant stake-
holders and citizens in the planning
processes. Trade-offs do not only
occur with respect to mobility needs
but also with respect to other policy
aims: for example the construction of
noise barriers can also lead to visual
intrusions and needs to be carefully
designed.



